Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LONDON 01666 021825Z 

44 

ACTION EB-03 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 NSC-05 EUR-08 

INR-05 INRE-00 CIAE-00 SP-02 L-01 PRS-01 OES-02 /042 W 

012750 

O 021817Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8649 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 01666 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR.UK, FR 
SUBJECT: CIV AIR - CONCORDE 

REF: STATE 21943 

1 . EMBASSY GREATLY APPRECIATES SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS DOT 
MAKING TO HAVE COPIES OF SECRETARY COLEMAN S DECISION ON 
HAND IN LONDON AT TIME DECISION ANNOUNCED IN WASHINGTON. 
WE NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT UNDER ARRANGEMENTS DESCRIBED 
REFTEL, BRITISH OFFICIALS IN LONDON WOULD NOT SEE 
DECISION UNTIL TWO AND ONE-HALF HOURS AFTER UK EMBASSY 
AND EVEN PRESS HAVE SEEN IT IN WASHINGTON. IN OUR VIEW, 

IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAT BRITISH OFFICIALS HERE IN 
LONDON WHO HAVE SUBSTANTIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR CONCORDE 
BE GIVEN OPPORTUNITY TO READ AND REFLECT ON COLEMAN 
DECISION BEFORE IT IS ON THE WIRE SERVICES THAN IT IS 
FOR BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICIALS TO SEE IT IN ADVANCE. WE 
THEREFORE URGE MOST STRONGLY THAT PROPOSED SCENARIO FOR 
RELEASE OF COLCORDE DECISION BE MODIFIED TO ACCORD 
SELECTED BRITISH OFFICIALS IN LONDON (AND FRENCH IN 
PARIS) SAME OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED BY DOT TO BRITISH AND 
FRENCH EMBASSIES IN WASHINGTON. WE SUGGEST THAT 
EMBASSIES LONDON AND PARIS BE ALLOWED TO INVITE HANDFUL 
OF HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS (NO PRESS) TO EMBASSY AT 
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TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO ENSURE THAT NO LEAKS WOULD 
OCCUR BEFORE 1830Z NEWS EMBARGO TIME. 

2. BINNING TELEPHONED EMBOFF THIS MORNING TO EXPRESS 
CONCERN AND SOME DISMAY OVER ARRANGEMENTS. HE SAID 
MINISTER OF STATE KAUFMAN FULLY SHARED HIS CONCERN AND 
HAD CONSIDERALE DIFFICULTY IN UNDERSTANDING HOW USG 
COULD FAIL TO GIVE SOME REASONABLE ADVANCE NOTICE TO 
FRIENDLY GOVERNMENT ON A MATTER OF SUCH IMPORTANCE. WE 
TOLD BINNING WE WOULD REPORT VIEWS TO WASHINGTON. 

SPIERS 

NOTE BY OC/T: REFTEL BELIEVED INCORRECT. 
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